Hougham Without Parish Council

13 Victoria Road,

Capel-le-ferne

CT18 7LR

Email: cathy.finnis@googlemail.com

Minutes of the Meeting

Tuesday 11th July 2017
Present:

Andrew Finnis (AF) Chairman

Jodie Milner (JM) Vice-Chairman

Don Taylor (DT)

Eddie Collins (EC)

Chris Bryan (CB)

Apologies:

Dave Ash (DA)

Barry Barton (BB)
__________________________________________________________________________________

17/31
To receive apologies for absence:  

Apologies received from BB, DA.  EC and DT arrived slightly late after the meeting had started at 19.49 and 19.40 respectively. 
17/32
To identify any member’s interests: there were no interests declared. 
17/33
Councillor Collins to sign declaration of office. 
EC signed Declaration of Office, witnessed by Council and Clerk to the Council CF. 

Action: EC needs to complete a Register of Interests
17/34
To hear questions from the public: there were no questions from the parishioners present.
17/35
To confirm the minutes of the meetings held on 9th May and 6th June 2017.

It was confirmed that both sets of minutes were RESOLVED, as a true and accurate account and were signed as such by AF
17/36
To consider matters arising from the minutes in item 5.
Re 17/28 - planning application Orchard House.  In essence it’s been refused.  The applicant visited AF and likely to be submitting another application to DDC in due course.  
17/37
To review council’s reports: - 

(a) REPORT from County Councillor Geoff Lymer

· Charlie Elphicke with regards to speed limiting meeting.  Recommendations to remove 40mph when tap is not on.  If anyone receives a penalty, is it actually a lawful limit – it is a temporary speed limit, i.e. only when tap is on. CPRE are fighting overhead gantries on A20 dual carriageway, which would give a variable speed limit. GL is liaising with Highways England because he is not sure you actually need overhead gantries. There are other examples where there are not overhead gantries.  If we have several gantries in outstanding area of natural beauty it can destroy it.  

· B2011 GL trying to see if can get an extension of Capel le Ferne 40mph speed limit.  KCC Highways have certain regulations they have to – 40mph have to prove density of population – had 2 fatalities, but wasn’t speed-related.  Various mobile home parks in that area so a high traffic frequency.  Crete Road West also has homes coming off it. 

· Stagecoach discussions over bus routes.  Off B2011 via Hougham but swaying it’s totally uneconomic so GL is looking at whether he has funding to fund a minibus once. Twice per week.  Possibility of integrating minibus trips and current PC taxi journeys.
· Reported that he has some money set aside which he may be able help the village hall with their damaged hall floor repair??

· CB asked GL about broadband.  Lydden had similar issues, mixed variability of speeds.  Delay  - still have to get requisite permissions of where to site cabinets.  These can be points of contention.  This can slow the process down to do negotiations as required.  GL is working on it and chasing it. 

District Councillor and PCSO reports – not available
(b) Financial report – only gross figures available (insert) as BB not present
(c) Village Green Weekly Inspection reports – not received
(d) Village Green Annual Play Equipment Inspection – on-going actions.  AF – a work in action. 
17.38 To consider grant applications from 
(a) Village Hall Trust for £1200 towards hall cleaning costs. 
£24 for a two-hour session – currently in situ.  Currently the village hall is paying this sum on an ad hoc basis for hall cleaning.
The Council RESOLVED to grant £1200 (payment plan as £600 now and £600 in 6 months time)
(b) Heart of Hougham for £175 towards cost of village fete insurance. 
The Council RESOLVED to grant £175 (payment to be made immediately).
(c) Village Newsletter (Judith Piddock) for the second 6 month instalment now due.
The Council RESOLVED to grant the remaining amount ‘the second half’ (£219.60 to be paid immediately).
17/39
To agree action on the planning applications received, including: - 
· DOV/17/00632, proposed erection of agricultural building for cattle housing (existing building to be demolished) at Homestead, Church Hougham.  The Council RESOLVED to positively support this application.

· DOV/17/695, erection of a single story rear extension at Pathfield Cottages, Broadsole Lane, West Hougham.  The Council RESOLVED to positively support this application. 
17/40
To agree to install a pedestrian gate to the footpath entrance of the village green
Discussions around the need for any gates to be accessible to disabled people.  Another option is for a snaked access (as per Guston).  
Action: as agenda item for next time.  

17/41
To Receive Council’s correspondence.

17.42 To agree payments: -
· Clerk wages and office allowance


tba

· County Taxis – May 48 and June 48. 2017

£96.00
· Village Green maintenance (S. Withey)

£80.00
· JRB dog waste bags for Village Green

£90.24

· BT adoption of phone box



£1.00

· Information Commissioner



£35.00

· HMRC PAYE





£1.60

· JRB Enterprises for dog waste bin supplies

£90.24

· Newsletter grant Part 2 of 2



£219.60

· Village Hall Trust grant Part 1 of 2


£600.00

· Heart of Hougham grant for village fete insurance
£175.00

The meeting was closed at 8.45pm by AF

The next scheduled meeting of Hougham Parish Council is due on Tuesday 12th September 2017, at Hougham Village Hall, and will be confirmed during the week before.
